ana  building  a  sidewalk. 
"I'm  here  to  shine  the 
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Shine  '09  unites  over  2,000  volunteers 


BAPTISTS 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 

More  than  2,000  volunteers  from  the 
metro  Jackson  area  —  many  of  them 
Mississippi  Baptiste  —  participated  March 
7  in  Transformation  Jackson's  work  day  at 
a  number  of  Jackson  public  schools. 

Transformation  Jackson  began  in  2001 
when  several  church  and  community  lead¬ 
ers  joined  to  bring  the  first  Promise 
Keepers  event  to  Jackson.  This  same  group 
of  believers,  bound  only  by  Christ,  started 
praying  that  God  could  bring  Christians 
together  across  racial  and  denominational 
lines  to  do  an  even  bigger  work  for  die 
Kingdom  in  the  Jackson  Metro  Area. 

Ronnie  Crudup,  senior  pastor  of  New 
Horizon  Church  International  in  Jackson, 
said  Transformation  Jackson  seeks  "to 
shine  the  light  of  Christ  in  the  communi¬ 
ty  and  be  tne  hands  and  feet  of  Christ  in 
mobilizing  the  Kingdom  of  God." 

Hence,  the  name  of  the  March  7  pro¬ 
ject  was  known  as  Shine  2009. 

Churches  participating  in  the  event 
included  Baaadaaaor  Church,  Madison; 
College  Hill  Church,  Jackson;  Emmanuel 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson;  First 
Church,  Jackson;  Free  Mission  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson;  New  Dimensions 
Church,  Jackson;  New  Horizon  Church 
International,  Jackson;  New  Life 
Fellowship  Baptist  Church,  Jackson; 
Pinelake  Church,  Brandon;  St.  Luther 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  and 
Southside  Assembly  of  God,  Jackson. 

Three  area  pastors  —  Stan  Buckley  of 
First  Church,  Jackson,  Chip  Henderson  of 
Pinelake  Church,  Brandon,  and  Rob  Futral 
of  Broadmoor  Church  ,  Madison  —  had 
been  meeting  informally  for  some  time. 

"After  Katrina,  the  three  of  us  met," 
said  Futral.  "We  saw  how  the  church. 


IN  SERVICE  —  Pattte  Stegall  (left)  and  an  unidentified  worker  at  Barr 
Elementary  School  in  west  Jackson  break  out  painting  supplies  during  Shine 
2009.  They  were  part  of  over  2,000  volunteers  who  served  at  ten  schools 
during  die  area-wide  missions  service  project.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


MISSIONS  AT  HOME  —  Braodmoor  Church,  Madison,  members  (from  left)  Mary  Beth 
Hammock,  Abby  Phelps,  Kimberly  Williams,  and  Heather  Higginbotham  take  a  break  from 
painting  at  Green  Elementary  Scheet  in  Jaehson  during  Shine  2 009.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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when  it  had  a  target,  could  pull  together  When  asked  about  giving  up  a 


when  it  had  a  target,  could  pull  together 
gifted  people  who  wanted  to  serve  in 
some  way  to  make  a  difference. 

"Katrina  was  the  target  We  saw  die  needs 
erf  our  city.  God  had  put  it  on  all  of  our  hearts, 
'Why  couldn't  we  do  something  for  Jackson?' 

"At  the  same  time,  there  were  people 
like  Doug  Wilson,  David  Landrum,  and 
DoJphus  Weary  (board  members  of 
Transformation  Jackson)  that  God  was 
working  ori.  The  three  of  us  had  breakfast 
with  Dolphus  Weary  and  asked,  'What  can 
we  do'?  At  the  same  time,  the  needs  of  our 
schools  were  being  discussed,  and  it  all  just 
came  together." 

"We  didn't  start  out  necessarily  to  be  at 
schools,"  Futral  continued.  "We  just  asked, 
'Where  can  we  be  of  service?'  The  schools  just 
opened  up,  and  we  were  able  to  plug  in/ 
Schools  are  key  institutions  in  our  com¬ 
munity,"  said  Buckley.  "We  know  our 
schools  are  in  need  of  partners  to  help  them 
achieve  their  purpose." 

Volunteers  focused  their  work  on  10 
schools  —  Baker,  Bare  Green,  Key,  Lester, 
Isable,  Poindexter,  Raines,  and  Watkins  ele¬ 
mentary  schools,  and  Jim  Hill  High  School. 

The  administration  of  each  school 
identified  building  and  campus  beautifi¬ 
cation  needs  to  oe  targeted.  Jackson 
Public  Schools  OPS)  provided  most  of 
the  supplies  and  tools  for  the  work  done 
on  JPS  campuses.  At  Green,  for  example, 
projects  included  painting,  landscaping, 


When  asked  about  giving  up  a 
Saturday,  Abby  Phelps,  also  from 
Broadmoor,  said,  "This  is  my  fun.  It  gives 
us  a  way  to  serve  outside  of  church/ 

At  Isable  ,  a  group  from  First  Church, 
Jackson,  was  painting.  "Missions  can  be 
anywhere,"  said  Kristen  Tutor,  a  student  at 
Mississippi  College.  "It  can  be  across  die 
sea  or  in  your  own  community.  It's  just  a 
great  way  for  our  church  to  reach  out  local¬ 
ly  and  make  a  difference.  Besides,  if  you 
enjoy  helping  people,  it's  not  a  hassle." 


Christ"  said  Kimberly  Williams,  a  member 
of  Broadmoor  Church  who  was  working  at 
Green.  "The  schools  need  all  the  help  mat 
they  can  get,  and  I'm  here  to  help." 

*If  we  can  shine  a  light  in  our  commu¬ 
nity,  then  maybe  we  can  all  come  togeth¬ 
er  as  one,"  said  Heather  Higginbotham, 
another  Broadmoor  Church  member. 


"I  just  wanted  to  serve,"  said  Pattie 
Stegall,  a  member  of  Pinelake  Church 
working  at  Barr.  "This  is  just  a  way  for  us 
to  be  the  hands  and  feet  of  Christ." 

According  to  Peggy  Hampton,  JPS  exec¬ 
utive  director  for  media  relations,  "I've 
been  a  part  of  JPS  for  27  pears  and  I've 
never  seen  anything  like  this.  1  frit  like  I'd 
died  and  gone  to  public  school  heaven." 

Hampton  recounted  that  at 
Poindexter,  where  Pinelake  Church  had 
workers,  one  church  member  visited  the 
teachers'  lounge.  Before  the  day  was  out, 
the  Pinelake  member  acquired  and  deliv¬ 
ered  new  furniture  for  the  lounge. 

Hampton  expressed  hope  that  the  event 
would  lead  to  ongoing  work  between  the 
churches  and  schools.  At  this  writing,  some 
area  churches  had  returned  to  a  couple  of 
schools  to  continue  work  begun  Saturday. 

Lonnie  Edwards,  JPS  superintendent, 
offered  high  praise.  "On  behalf  of  the  JPS 
family,  I  would  like  to  thank 
Transformation  Jackson,”  he  said.  "This  is 
an  opportunity  beyond  my  imagination. 

"My  heart  is  overwhelmed  with  this 
kind  of  gratitude  from  the  community. 
We  look  forward  to  collaboration  with 
Transformation  Jackson  on  this  project 
and  others  in  the  future." 

Peggy  Hampton  contributed  to  this  article. 


Planningkfor  the  unthinkable 

iagine  witnessing  intention  to  become  a  mass  murderer.  Every  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
of First  Church,  can  be  properly  described  as  a  miracle.  should  have  an  emergency  plan  for  deal- 
aw  during  their  Coincidental ly,  an  August  2008  article  ing  with  an  assault  such  as  was  visited 

,n  March  8  in  the  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  newspaper  on  the  Illinois  Baptist  church.  Along  with 

red  Winters,  45,  (Maryville  is  about  20  miles  east  of  St  protecting  the  children  entrusted  to  us 
ivering  the  mom-  Louis)  featured  Sedlacek's  battle  with  from  sexual  predators,  such  planning 
o  one  recognized  Lyme  Disease.  His  mother  described  him  should  be  of  die  highest  priority, 
d  interrupted  the  as  suffering  from  brain  lesions  and  men-  How  does  a  church  eo  about  planning 
iefty  to  Winters,  tal  illness  as  a  result  of  battling  the  dis-  for  such  an  unthinkable  tragedy?  It  s 
»r  semi-automatic  ease  through  years  of  missed  diagnoses  uncomfortable  to  cpr*wmplate  such  a  thing 
began  firing.  and  failed  pharmaceutical  regimens.  happening  at  our  church.  It's  distasteful.  In 

round  struck  a  Neighbors  told  reporters  that  our  tone,  however,  it's  necessary, 
held  by  Winters,  Sedlacek  tended  to  exhibit  erratic  behav-  Many  of  our  churches  have  members 
i  pages  like  con-  ior  but  was  not  known  to  carry  weapons,  who  are  involved  with  law  enforcement 
one  of  the  rounds  Sedlacek  has  been  charged  with  first-  and  emergency  services  agencies.  Asking 
re  directly  in  the  degree  murder  and  aggravated  battery,  them  where  to  start  would  be  an  excel- 
ilked  off  the  ele-  Preliminary  reports  indicate  he  does  not  lent  first  step.  If  no  church  members  are 
•m  and  collapsed  have  a  prior  criminal  record.  available,  there's  probably  not  a  police 

y  down  an  aisle  of  Winters  led  the  church  to  grow  from  chief  or  sheriff  who  would  turn  down 
vorship  center.  the  30  members  who  were  there  when  he  such  a  request  for  help.  Finally,  there  are 
assailant's  gun  arrived  in  1987,  to  more  than  1,200  mem-  professional  consulting  companies  that 
r  four  sh'its,  he  bers  today.  He  served  two  terms  as  pres-  can  assist,  for  a  fee. 
and  stabbed  him-  ident  of  the  Illinois  State  Baptist  Every  church  should  have  an  up-to- 
male  church  mem-  Association  —  the  equivalent  of  the  date  list  of  emergency  contact  numbers, 
empted  to  subdue  M’ssissippi  Baptist  Convention  —  and  Churches  have  a  notoriously  large  num- 
man  and  one  of  the  his  church  was  near  the  top  in  annual  ber  of  entry  points,  so  monitoring  all 
iospitalized  in  serf-  gJts  to  toe  Cooperative  Program.  doors  or  even  locking  some  of  toe  more 

%  while  the  other  A  good  man  has  been  struck  down,  remote  entryways  may  be  a  good  idea.  A 
ted  and  released.  and  ms  family  and  church  have  been  left  "Lord's  House  Committee,*' a  group  of 
who  was  pro-  to  grieve  their  great  loss.  church  members  who  patrol  the  premises 
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has  Hatch  been  the  target  of 
so  much  vitriol?  Why  are  so 
many  proponents  of  profanity 
threatened  by  a  voluntary 
club  designed  to  promote  the 
use  of  dean  language?  It 
seems  like  a  bit  or  overreac¬ 
tion  to  me. 

If  you  take  a  look  at  Hatch's 
detractors  through  the  lens  of 
Scripture,  you  gain  some  per¬ 
spective.  "For  the  mouth 
speaks  out  of  that  which  fills 
tne  heart,"  the  Bible  says 
(Matthew  12:34).  Scripture 


e  has  received  more  than 
60,000  pieces  of  hate 


Guest  Opinion: 

T 


JL  X  mail  In  toe  past  seven 
weeks  and  profanity-laced  e- 
mails  daily  fill  his  inbox. 
Teaming  with  the  torrent  of 
written  abuse  has  been  scores 
of  threatening  voice  messages. 

Given  the  quantity  of  the 
ridicule  being  heaped  on  this 
person,  you  might  conclude 
that  he  is  a  serial  killer  or 
pedophile,  so  just  who  is  this 


etter 

By  Kelly  Boggs,  editor 
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^i^^pardy  after  leader  indicted 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


iar  organization  who  was  in  forcibly  transferline  W  A 

dan  when  the  arrest  warrant  large  numbers  of 

is  issued,  has  urged .  U.S.  civilians  and  the  pil-  rj^Mr  ccmKjns  _  a  rhrioian  rhurr  >  in  Tali  Sudan 
esident  Barack  Obama  to  laging  of  their  prop-  a  powerful  bor^crf  Sknown  origin  in  the  corrtir 

pomt  ««  envoy  and  work  erty  m  ongoing  tur-  in  w^Chrisbansta  the  vioience-tom  African  counby  find  the 
**»*£<!!  .d,Plomahc  re,a'  5*?‘  .  ™  struggle  to  survive.  The  Intemationai  Criminal  Court  trendy  i 

in  aid  err,,,™,  TnMnn  stidTnlse  warant  for  the  Muslim  nation's  president  Omar  al-Bashh,  foe 
W^.d  dSjjJSd  Crime,  againg  humARity  tBP  file  photo  courtesy  ot  Frontline  Fe 

dan  official  of  one  group  told  2.7  million  jpeople  . 

s  Reuters  news  service  anoth-  since  the  Darfur  conflict  meet  with  the  country' s  first  Christians  worl 
three  groups  also  would  be  began  in  2003,  according  to  vice  president  Salva  Kiir.  for  peace  in  Su 

d  to  leave.  U.N.  estimates.  "We  openly  discussed  the  The  Soutl 

A  United  Wolf's  letter  dangers  the  entire  country  faces  Convention 

itions  (U.N.)  mentioned  a  in  light  of  the  ICC  judgment  approved  three 

presentative  British  Broadcast-  and  agree  that  peace  in  Sudan  is  Sudan  in  the 

ing  Corporation  far  more  important  than  the  Messengers  to 
news  report  in  need  to  arrest  the  president,"  annual  meetin 
which  a  man  Graham  said.  "While  President  resolution  desc 
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Bequests  the  3 
Honor  of 

Your 

V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2/1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (1  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  dtt,n  he  gave  die  r.gftf  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


property  hear 
t  in  Khartoum 


Dedication  ceremonies  for  Patterson  Place,  the  new  adult  lodge  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton,  are  held  Mar.  15  just  prior  to  the  start  of 
the  1999  WMU  annual  meeting  at  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


An  invitation-only  gathering  of  Southern  Baptist  conservatives  in 
Atlanta  is  attended  by  four  Mississippi  pastors:  Gerald  Harris, 
Colonial  Heights,  Jackson;  Terry  Williams,  Meadowview  Church, 
Starkville;  Ken  Alford,  Morrison  Heights,  Clinton;  and  Gibbie 
McMillan,  South  28th  Ave.  Church.  Hattiesburg 


before  receiving  a  lethal  prescription.  In  addition,  only 
three  patients  said  they  experienced  inadequate  pain  con¬ 
trol  or  expressed  concern  about  it.  One-third  of  those  who 
used  assisted  suicide  expressed  concert!  about  burdening 
family,  friends,  or  caregivers,  and  the  median  duration  of 
the  patient-physician  relationship  was  just  eight  weeks. 
AH  out  two  of  the  60  were  at  least  55  years  of  age,  and 
there  was  an  equal  number  of  males  ana  females.  All  but 
one  were  white  and  31  were  married. 


Sunday  School  spoils  children,  according  to  Marcus  Barth,  a 
Chicago  theologian.  All  children  hear  is  "Mama  loves  me,  Papa  loves 
me.  teacher  loves  me,  and  God  loves  me,"  Barth  says.  "This  develops 
self-centered  young  egotists." 
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IBLU 


Bthe  Bibk  smrgiy^ciTOS  out^to 

to  me  a  sinner."  Another  man, 
the  Apostle  Paul,  cried  out  to  the 
Lord  during  his  Damascus  Road 
experience  and  said,  "Lord, 

Baptist  Convention  Board  breath  on  this  earth  looked  over 
■  '•  -^1  to  cross  where  Jesus  was 
mft  ten,  r«nr..i  -1  hanging  and  dying  for  the 
uged  with  rain.  In  addition,  mans  sins,  ami  He  simply  said, 
there  is  an  E!  Nino  affect  taking  "Lord,  remember  me  when  thou 
place  in  California.  New  York  comest  to  Ay  Kingdom." 

City  is  going  to  be  covered  with  In  every  case.  Acre  was  a  life 

snow.  All  I  want  to  know  is  transforming  experience.  A 
what  is  going  to  happen  A  my  new  person  was  oom  into  the 
hometown  tomorrow.  family  of  God.  A  each  case,  it 

Here  is  the  simplicity  of  our  was  Ae  heart  of  a  person  turn- 
message  though  it  can  be  pack-  ing  from  sin  to  the  Savior  mid 
aged  10,000  different  ways.  Ae  Savior  did  His  mighty 


Even  though  folks  in  our 
state  and  across  our  nation  are 
better  educated  and  no  doubt 
have  more  intellectual  capaci¬ 
ty  than  some  A  years  gone  by 
il  is  still  vitally  important  that 
we  keep  it  simple.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  keep  the  Gospel  pre¬ 
sentation  supple  so  that  peo- 

gcan  grasp  and  respond  to 
gift  that  God  has  given  us 
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intensity,  said,  'Thd  you  call,  he  was  reading  one  of  Ae  cleats?  out  to  Jesus. 

911?"  the  first  lady  said,  "No,  I  est  presentations  of  the  sacrifi-  •  We  all  have  sinned  and  we  He  is  God's  911  enu 
did  not  know  their  number."  dal  work  of  Jesus  for  our  sins,  have  muddled  and  messed  up  the  response  team. 

Now  please  understand  he  was  missing  it  He  Ad  not  great  plan  of  God  for  us. 
that  1  am  not  making  fun  of  know  how  to  call  911. 
the  lady  for  not  knowing  how  Sometimes  when  we  preach 
to  call  911.  A  Ae  trauma  of  or  share  a  witness,  we  get  to 
the  house's  roof  blowing  talking  about  things  that  are 
away  and  Ae  emotional  swirl  peripheral  or  explain  things 
of  wondering  whether  you  Aat  are  so  complicated  Aat 
are  going  to  be  alive  in  the  Ae  person  still  does  not  know 
next  few  seconds,  you  may  how  to  trust  Jesus.  I  have 
not  even  be  able  to  remember  heard  people,  and  sometimes  I 


ZOXZQPYCQ  JXGZZ 


OAK  Mill  lArrtST  CUKCH  IN 
Meridian  is  looking  tor  a  piano  play¬ 
er  Contact  us  at  601.4A2.55a3  or 

mike.ohbcacomcast.net. _ 

NORTH  ~  COLUMBIA  BAPTIST 
Church,  Colombia,  Miss.,  is  Seeking 
a  full-time  minister  of  musk/educa¬ 
tion.  Please  email  resumes  to 
ncbciahottnail.com  or  mail  them  to 
P.  O-Box  271,  Columbia,  MS  39429 
ENON  SaPTIST  CHURCH,  JAYESS,  MS 
is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position 
of  part-time  minister  of  music.  Please 
send  resumes  to  minister  of  music 
seanch  committee,  c/o  Vanessa  King 
1 9  7  lay es«,  Rd.„  fayess,  MS  39641. 
IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
Vicksburg,  MS  seeking  individual  for 
full-time  Minister  of  Music.  Please  send 
resume  to  Immanuel  Baptist  Church  , 
attn:  personnel  committee,  6949  Hwy 
61  South,  Vicksburg,  MS  39160  or 


plicated  than  that."  It  would  be 
more  complicated  if  it  were 
man's  doing,  but  it  is  not.  God 
took  all  Ae  difficulties  on  Him 

life  to  us.  Trust*  what  He  tells 
you  and  you  can  be  saved.  You 
may  say,  "Well,  what  do  I  say 


ANYONE  INTERESTED  IN  AN  attn:  search  committee,  5271  Old 
ALASKAN  Cruise  with  Dr.  Ch*.ks  Springville  Road,  Pinson,  Al  35126 


Stanley,  trrtbuch  Ministries.  My  10-17,  or  connieOdearviewbaptist.com  or 


z009,  contact  Rev.  Larry  Duncan,  Salem  call  205.854.2027.  _ 

Baptist  Church,  Lake.  MS  601-775-6272  DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES, 
or  Elizabeth  Smith  601-507-1302  for  Bapfetiy  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating, 

brochure  or  details. _ _ watt  crosses,  pew  cushions,  krinklgias,  car- 

LIMA  PERU  MISSION  VOLUNTEERS  pet,  sgns.  Church  Supply  Company  of 
needed:  April  24  -  May  T.  VBS,  Texas,  600-728-8291. 

Evangelism,  construction  workers,  FULL-TIME  PASTOR  NEEDED  AT 
preachers,  singers  needed  for  1MB  FBC  Morgan  City,  Louisiana.  Prefer 
mission  project.  Call  Cary  or  Norma  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  and  pas- 
Bowlin  at  601-276-7245  or  601-  toral  experience.  Send  resume  to 
810-0610  or  emaP  garybowlindbell-  FBCMC,  1915  Victor  II  Btvd,  Morgan 
south.net  for  further  details.  _  City,  LA,  70360  or  email  to 
NORRIS  BOOK3NNDINC  C  OMPANY  ferryRmonuncityrentals.com 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  WC,  serving 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  MS  &  At  since  1992  Call  800605-2970 
information  call  662  453-7424  or  fax  STAINED  CLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
us  at  662-455-6743,  __  and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Class, 

CABIN  IN  GATUNBURC  FOR  RENT:  feckson,  877-477-1899. 

2,bP*m  2  bath,  fal [  jgkjwn. _  Peat  view  SEMEN'S  SIDING,  IACKJon, 
of  National  park,  S950tVnrte  Call  for  feme  morovement, 

^formation  261-855-4469  or  832-922- 

04QI1D141 .  Email  pdhv4760RaitneL  s**ng  wtnaows,  nro  tm  sntngfe 

ALASKA  TOUR:  INCLUDING  INTEREST 

points  across  US.  A  Canada,  31-fan- 

tastic  days,  8/15  -  9/14,  2009  Alaska  FO*  ,“ST .  Tff  0f‘\rT>  ,  . 

(experience  escorts  with  15-years  t 

touring  Alaska.  2009  deluxe  tour  SSTL 


HOLCOMB  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Holcomb,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
youth  minister,  (lease  send  resume  to 
youth  search  oammiltoe.QtoHBC  12135 
Fhvy  8  West,  Grenada,  MS  38901 . 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP  MINISTRY 

It's  that  time  of  year. 

SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATIONS  FOR  THE  I  m 

2009-2010  ACADEMIC  YEAR  WILL  BE  AVAIL-  V  ,  *jl« lC  % 

ABLE  ON  OUR  WEBSITE.  «  ,  *  % 


VISIT 

xvivw.msbapti8tfoundation.org 

TO  COMPLETE  YOUR  APPLICATION 


Tlie  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship 
Ministry  provides  needs-based  supplemental  financial 

assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree  at  a  Mississippi  Baptist  college  or 
a  Southern  Baptist  seminary.  For  more  information  about  the  MBF  Scholarship  Ministry,  please 
visit  our  website,  www.msbaptkitfoundation.org.  Scholarship  applications  to  tlie  2009-2010 
academic  year  are  available  on  our  website.  Completed  applications  must  be  received  in  the 
MBF  office  by  April  30. 


THr  B  \m$7  Rixokf. 
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March  12,  2009 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 
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NAS 


Matthew  10:2. 


Teaching  about  missions  starts  with  the  C 

Download  8  Sunday  School  lessons  for  children  FREE! 


Scroll  to  the  bottom  of  the  page  and  click  on  “Teamwork  works! 

CP  Children’s  Resource*  |P| 

Lesson  Titles: 

•  Introduction  to  the  Cooperative  Program  •  Share  the  Good  News  EverywhRf 

•  Missionaries  Serve  God  Around  the  World  •  Missions  hi  North  America  ^|jj 

•  Preparing  Future  Missionaries,  Pastors  and  Other  Church  Leaders  fLd 

•  Living  to  Please  God  •  Helping  Retired  Ministers  and  Widows 

•  Sharing  with  Others  about  the  Cooperative  Program 

For  mom  info:  Stewardship  Department,  601-292-3347  or  srobinson9mbcb.org 


30PT-A-SUMMER  MISSIONARY 

MISSISSIPPI  BSU 


MAY  151 


PASTORS 


WMU  LEADERS 


tu  can  help  by  assisting  students  in  many  ways: 

lirituat-  Praying  for  and  remembering  these  students. 

lysicai  -  Helping  Students  with  small  needs  such  as  toiletries,  gift  cards, 
ups.  etc.  Some  churches  have  involved  their  VBS  during  the  summer,  their 
Idren.  and  their  workers,  in  various  support  activities  of  Summer  Missionaries. 


tact  Peggy  Powell  in  Collegiate  Ministry.  601-292-3299.  1-600-748-1651  or  ppowehRmbcb  org 


Smarm  Snurtas  Taaaaamm 
ran  Sauers  10-12 

articipants  need  to  inform  associational  offices 
3  associational  tournaments  can  be  scheduled, 
ssociation  finalists  must  submit  speech  manu- 
rripts  to  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
)&FM)  Department  by  April  14,  2009,  in  order 
•  compete  in  the  state  scholarship  Tournament. 

2009  State  Student  Speakers  Tournament 
April  25,  9:30  a.m. 

Park  Place  BC,  Pearl 

Contact  D&FM  for  info:  601-292-3286 


FOCUSING  ON 
KINGDOM  ESSENTIALS 
May  30,  2009 

9  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

Temple  BC,  Hattiesburg 


A  conference  for  congregational  leaders  seeking 
spiritual  strength  and  refreshment  so  that  they  may 
serve  more  effectively  in  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 


»  Camp  and  Conference  Center  is  home  to  hundreds  of  girls  each 
jmmer,  and  we  need  cabin  ieadbrs  to  help  it  be  a  successful  camping 
jason!  tf  you  are  a  college  fenvJe  who  loves  children,  has  a  heart 
for  missions,  and  wants  to  serve  the  Lord  this  summer 

APPLY  QUICKLY. 

For  FAQ.  a  list  of  quaWiceiBons,  and  an  application,  visit 
htto^iWw.n^cbcx^gAjusinessservices/carnps/cg/staffasp*  or 
- nail  Frica  Harms  at  801  -292-331 5 - 
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pABiN  Leaders  needed 
kr  Garaynx/a  for  summer 


Missions  Extravaganza  for 
Preschoolers  ana  Children 

1  si-6ih  grade  children  who  are  coming  with  their  por- 
ents  are  invited  to  participate  in  a  Missions 
Extravaganza.  Child  care  will  be  provided  (or  all 
preschoolers  who  are  coming  with  their  parents,  by 
the  Preschool  Ministry  Department  at  Temple  Baptist 
Church.  There  is  no  cost  for  the  child  core  or  the 
Missions  Extravaganza,  however  preregistration  is 
required.  The  deocfline  to  register  is  Friday,  May  15, 
2009.  lo  register  for  the  Missions  Extravaganza  or 
child  cure,  please  call  Diane  Howell  in  the  Preschool 
Ministry  Deportment  at  Temple  Baptist  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  at  601450-3069 


CONFERENCE  HEADLINERS 

■  UmLu* 

uon  YYHTOfi  ■*  Mynore  opBGwr 
T.W.  Hunt  -  Spiritual  Growth  for  leoden 
Tony  Merido  -  Sunday  Sermon  Preparation 
lavon  Gray  -  Worship:  Then,  Now  ond  Forever 
Tommy  King  -  Wanting  BwocoNond  Minidry  ond  Itfestyle 

For  more  information,  contact  Laura  Marler  in 
Mission  Strategy  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  800-748-1651,  ext.  231, 
601-292-3231,  or  E-mail:  lrrwHerDmbcb.org. 


Famify‘F£STtM  tfatcbez, 

TamiCynEST™  is  a  pre-packaged  missions  trip  for 
families,  adult  teams  and  student  teams.  It  is  ministry 
driven.  This  Family FEST  is  a  partnership  between 
national  WMU®  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  depart¬ 
ments  (MS  wMu,  the  Men’s  Ministry,  and  Adams  Baptist 
Association  and  local  participating  churches). 

State  contacts:  Tammy  Anderson  (MS  wMu) 


Mississippi  JuCy  18-23,  2009 


REGISTRATION  DEADLINES  TO  R 

EARLY  BIRD:  April  18  REGULAR:  May  18  , 

Individual  $125  $140  (205) 

Family  of  2  $225  $255  o 

Family  of  3  $325  $370  wwwl 

Family  of  4  $400  $460  votunta 

Family  of  5  a  more  $500  $575  [_____ 

or  Don  Gann  (Men’s  Ministry)  1-800-748-1651 


TO  REGISTER: 
CALL 

(205)  991-8100 
OR  VISIT 
www.wmu.com/ 
volunteerconnection 


< 
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FOLLOW  THF  LFAOFR 
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Students  and  Adu 

NO  REGISTRATI 

0 IT 

For  a  n 
1-000-748-1651, 
download  forms  fror 


Thursday 
March  19 
FBC  Sumrall 


g  Churches  Conference 

training  of  the  saints  in  the  work 
to  build  up  the  body  of  Cfiri 
iCSB)  r  ^ 


1700  or  MBCB 


by  MS 


•  •'  'F*.  ,  . 

MJirch  2  6  2  7  2009 


CONFERENCES 


Calvary  BC,  Macon 
Garksdale  BC  Garksdak 
Siloam  BC  Meadville 


CHURCH 

LEADERSHIP  Parkway  BC,  Kosdusko 

Temple  West  BQHattiesbure 

TRAINING 


mm ijs 


PACK  YOUR  BAGS! 

Preregjster  now  to  receive 
an  inflatable  koala.  Be  the 

first  to  preregister  and 
receive  a  GiANT 
>  inflatable  kangaroo! 


FBC  Oxford 

For  more  information  contact  Angie  Boydstun  at 


lee  Arm  Boykin  at  iaboykfnlmbcb.org 
or  cal  1 -800-748- 1A51.  ext.  292,  or  601-292-3292 


-  ..  .. 


July  13- 


■HUMInliiMn 


said,  'Didn't  I  tely 


MISSISSIPPI 

PARENTS' 

FELLOWSHIP 


May  30-June  3 

Gary  Permenter  and 
Tolleson 


June  3-7 
Ben  Skipper  and 
Opie  Thomas 
wmom  un)f  umniy,  mhm| 


Adult  leaders  -  $200  if  registered  by  May  1 
$250  if  registered  May  2  -  June  3 
ISTRATIONS  OR  REFUNDS  ACCEPTED  AFTER  JUNE  3. 

DEADLINES  STRICKLY  ENFORCED! 

or  a  registration  CD  Packet,  contact  Reni  Edwards  at 
1651,  ext.  284,  or  E-mail  redwardsOmbcb.org.  You  can  also 

rms  fem  our  Yfob  site:  mbcLocg  or  miwpeiwwniretw 


June  22-26 

Grant  Stegall  and 
Kevin  Williams 


1-292-3320  OR 


m 


V/ 


1-800748 


June  11-15 
Jon  Daniels  and 
Will  Reedy 

vjmtw  IMB  lopttst  Retreat,  rosciusko 


June  18-22 

Chris  Thomas  and 
Brian  Dedmon 
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-MISSISSIPPI 

MISSIONARY 

FELLOWSHIP 


13  -17, 2009  Mississippi  College 


Matt  Kerlin 

Birmingham,  AL 

Worship  leader 
DaveHunt 


AND  REGISTRATION  SCHEDULE 
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Pray  for  teams  trom  JljURI  tSU 


start  in 


of  our  nation. 


STATE  MINISTRY 


jj^T77??i 
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before  a  room  of 
pastors  and  min* 
ram  Alabama,  Bob 


1.  Stepping  Stone 
Church,  port 
Gibson,  has  called 
Keith  Garland  as 
pastor. 

v  :v.- y 

2.  County  Lin* 


2.  Cockroft  and 


fttasji 

of  a  field  of  72 

Southeastern  A=«,w 
Birmingham  recently 
using  technology. 

WUl^tCareyUnlvef»r»^' cI'T  lo  rreview  Day  al 
jnBl  3  pm.  l^,r!”o!?S,t^y^2S,,omS‘"' 
Auditorium,  followed  by  a  welcome  and 

fAni  ^ormafi°n  about  WCU's  P 
(J01)  318-6104,  (800)  962-5991  e*l 
wmcarey.edu.  ex*' 

Gu!d^i?5,£il\fdS'ie?Sit,l|te*,n  memb"s  Meredith 
»'ei,  WondiS^!  .^P1;ted  “P  -ore  honors  during 
competition.  The  8<tot»r^ngh  to  <IuaUfy  for  regional 
Wdetkm'e  rebels  Show 

Tfcnn.  Based  at  ProvidenceHiinLrm'ri!1  '■  *'  Sew*™*, 
teem  is  led  by  interim  c£ch  lww% ^,x  member  Mc 

WSS'SS3lI?,'^7l8 :fP“ch  *"«  »be.e  Teem 
Annuel  tournament  and  the  Tri-MateVh^^  . Onr versify 
dossier  City.  The  LSU  ,*te.  Championships  in 

students  from  the  University  of  Atabam^i  C*^  a8ainst 
University,  and  Central  Arthu  r  i  ’  Lou,s|ana  State 
fudentsYrom  five  ofil  “  wel1  a* 

a  track  as  MC 

STd  staff  ^  ^dentsS 


gssas*!.-,?-  conferee's  £ 

8  Officers  in 
io  a  better  job 


1.  Ford's  Creek  Church. 
Poplarville:  Revival  Mar. 
TV"  2;  Sun,  H  ajtn, 
by  iunch;  Mon.  - 

pjn-;  ^ 

2  ni?S  9"S*  Cedar 

Bluff,  Golden  Trianele 


a.m.  in  Smith 
openingsession. 
review  IJay  call 
103  or  visit 


onm.  Golden  Tnanjde 
^wodattoo;  RevivalB^T. 
15  -  18,  Sun.,  11  aon.  aid  6 
P-m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  pm.; 
ban  Robertson,  speaker; 
teny  Veazey,  music 

3  JSL  9*urch'  Weir: 
Centaimal  Celebration. 

APr  25  -  26;  Sat.  activities 
include  reception,  tour  of 
'buddings,  aKv35 
and  a  conceit  by  One 
Way  quartet,Sun,  morning 
worship  with  former 
tos  and  families,  fellow^ 


1*  W*,,*c*'  Kirehner,  and  Gatewood 


Sign  Up  Now.'.'.' 


sfop  dinner  and 
for  more  in  forma 
(662)547-6986. 


or»  liiniisioutb 


5.  Watt*  and  Weeks 


BAPTISTS 


*  .  mes€ 

In  the  book,  Ui 

fflKta,  az£iW&* 

tcDoweilj  said 

5CaU.se  if  gnu,  £. 

vid  Kmmman  an< 
out  that  9191 

yuur  w 
[O  be.  God  win  b< 
nealed.  So  mv  O, 

rnmmmm 


"Of  course  our  great  God  is 
not  surprised  by  this,  or  any  ¬ 
thing.  mat  He  alldws  evil  and 
free  will  to  have  their  way  in 
tragedies  like  this  is  a  mystery 
in  many  ways/  Adams  said. 
"But  weknow  we  can  trust  Him 


ters  Alysia,  14,  and  Cassidy,  12.  than  Sedlacek  had  some  fr 
'in  this  day,  where  uncer-  who  attended  the  church. 

tainty  seems  to  abound,  creat-  .  _ 

ing  an  environment  in  which 

vuinembic  ;n  ■ 

things  they  might  not  do  other-  ■ 
wise,  one'  thing  is  certain,  we, 

as  human  beings  need  a  foun-  1-  The  Chapel  Chin* 

dation  upon  which  we  can  live  County,  use  their  nt 

our  lives,"  a  statement  posted 

on  die  church's  website  said.  2.  Immanuel  Church,  ( 
"We  at  First  Baptist  Maryville,  Feb.  15.  The  children  1 

along  with  other  Christian  of  music  scriptures,  ai 

believers,  share  this  conviction'. 

that  foundation  is  God’s  Word  3.  The  wMu  of  Lawr 

In  the  pages  of  the  Book  we  call  *  crosses  to  signify  the 

the  Bible,  we  find  the  pathway 

for  peace,  hope,  and  a  quality  of  4.  Cedar  View  Churcl 
living  life  despite  what  circum-  nity  singing  Mar.  1! 

stances  we  find  ourselves  in/  bluegrass  group. 


1.  Bradford  Chapel 


Additional  churches 
involved  in  recent 
disaster  relit  f  response 


Save 

$600-$800  Year 
Call 

O’Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 


I  in  last  week's  Baptist  Record,  foe  fol- 
tions  responded  to  the  same  ice  storm 
Ita  Association,  Yalobusha  Association, 
on,  Pontoux  Association,  and  Pilgrims 
37  volunteers 


2.  Immanuel  Church 


March  1Z  2009 


injuries  at  a  local  hospital,  foe  Detectives  had  not  identified 

sentiments  on  behalf  of  thou-  great  grief  and  loss.  He 

newspaper  said.  He  is  survived  any  connection  between  the 

i  t  c  1  _ir _  a.. j  j - -  -- J  iL« 

sands  cf  Illinois  Baptists  who  wonderful,  gifted,  leading 
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rnd  the  people  work 
rebuild  the  wall  to 


»le  Studies  for  Life 


Don't  Despair 

Nehemiah  2:19-20;  4:7-14 


ir  study  o I  Nehemiah 
ilready  looked  at  two 
•foments  in  our  ability  to 
lod.  Wte'ye  examined 
d  to  "Be  Aware"  of  the 
nities  He  presents  and 
td  to  "Prepare"  to  be 
t  Him.  This  week  we 
i  third  crudal  ingredient 
ping  Up  to  Serve;  the 
ment  not  to  despair  in 
of  opposition, 
never  we  seek  to  serve 
distance  is  bound  to 
Not  everyone  will  be 
I  about  what  God  is 
us  to  do.  So,  when 
ion  comes  we  need  to 
ber,  "Don't  Despair." 
o  we  do  this?  How  do 
nain  steadfast  in  the 
f  opposition?  This 
lesson  from  Nehemiah 
;s  us  with  three  foun- 
tl  commitments  every 
r  can  make  that  will 


enable  him/her  to  ■ 
persevere  in  the  face  VMH 
of  opposition.  S 

Maintain  Confidence 
in  God  (Neh.  2:19-20) 

The  opposition  to  the 
rebuilding  of  the  wall  started 
before  Nehemiah  and  die  peo¬ 
ple  ever  began  their  work  on 
die  wall.  Sanballat  and  Tobiah 
were  displeased  by  the  fact  that 
someone  was  seeking  "die  well¬ 
being  of  die  Israelites"  (Neh. 
2:10k  As  a  result,  when 
Nehemiah  begins  leading  the 
people  in  the  work  erf  rebuild¬ 
ing  die  wad,  Sanballat,  Tobiah, 
and  Geshem  are  openly  hostile. 
They  mock  die  people  and  seek 
to  intimidate  diem  to  stop  die 
work.  They  attempt  to  stir  the 
people  to  doubt  bv  leading 
them  to  Question  the  king's 
approval  or  die  work  (2:19). 

Nehemiah  responds  to  this 
situation  in  an  unwavering 
manner.  He  doesn't  put  his 
confidence  in  himself.  He 


B  doesn't  put  his  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  fellow 
Jews.  He  doesn't  even 
put  his  confidence  in 
king  Artaxerxes'  sanc¬ 
tioning  of  the  work 
and  provisions. 
Nehemiah  places  his 
confidence  in ‘God. 
Nehemiah  recognizes 

c, _  that  any  success  in 

this  Work  will  be  the 
direct  result  of  God. 
the  Like  Nehemiah,  we  need  to 
ted  maintain  confidence  in  God 
>eo-  when  facing  opposition  in  serv- 
on  ing  Him. 

aah  Ask  God  for  Help  (Neh.  4:1-6) 
ihat  The  opposition  intensifies 
ell-  after  Nehemiah  and  die  people 
leh.  begin  their  work  on  die  wall, 
get  Sanballat  and  Tobiah  are  angry 
die  about  die  construction.  They 
ild-  labor  to  turn  their  peers  against 
iah,  die  lews'  rebuilding  project  and 
tile,  at  the  same  time  discourage  die 
eek  Jews.  In  the  face  of  this  increas- 
the  ing  opposition,  Nehemiah 
the  responds  in  the  correct  manner, 
ling  Nehemiah  takes  die  situation 
ig/s  before  God.  He  talks  to  God 
about  everything  that  is  occur- 
this  ring.  Nehemiah  petitions  God 
ing  to  judge  their  opponents.  He 
his  also  makes  it  a  point  to  talk  to 
He  God  about  the  attitude  of  the 


builders  in  the  face  erf  this  oppo¬ 
sition  (Neh.  4:5).  He  knows 
that  a  change  in  die  builders' 
focus  will  adversely  affect  the 
work.  After  taking  the  situation 
to  God  and  seeking  His  help. 


Like  Nehemiah,  we  need  to 
turn  to  God  for  help  when  fac¬ 
ing  intense  opposition.  We 
should  talk  through  die  situa¬ 
tion  with  Him  ana  ask  Him  to 
deal  with  our  enemies  rather 
than  responding  ourselves.  In 
addition,  we  should  quickly 
return  to  our  weak  once  wo  ve 
given  the  situation  to  God. 

Take  Reasonable  Precautions 
(Neh.  4:7-14) 

Now  that  the  rebuildirtg  of 
the  wall  is  moving  along  nice¬ 
ly  the  opposition  really  inten¬ 
sifies.  "Sanballat,  Tobial ,  and 
the  Arabs,  Ammonite:,  and 
Ashdodites"  become  furious 
(Neh.  4:7).  They  beco  me  so 
enraged  that  they  no  longer 
simply  speak  again  »t  the 
work.  Now  they  plot  f  jgether 
to  stop  the  work. 

In  response  to  this  growing 
threat  the  people  take  tune  to 
pray.  In  addition,  they  take 
simple  yet  strategic  precau¬ 


tions.  They  station  guards  day 
and  night.  They  position  peo¬ 
ple  to  defend  the  lowest  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  wall  which  are  the 
most  likely  places  of  attack. 
Nehemiah  makes  an  excellent 
leadership  decision  and  points 
the  people's  attention  away 
from  the  threat.  Instead,  he 
directs  the  people  to  focus  on 
God  and  their  need  to  fight  for 
their  families  and  peers. 

In  the  end,  the  tough  talk  and 
plans  of  the  lews'  enemies  turn 
out  to  be  nothing  as  die  precau¬ 
tions  taken  by  the  Jews  thwarts 
die  efforts  of  their  opponents. 
The  people  can  now  return  to 
rebuilding  die  wall.  As  a  pre¬ 
cautionary  measure,  the  people 
now  remain  armed  and  ready 
to  fight  any  opposition  that 
might  come  while  they  are 
doing  their  work. 

In  light  of  this  example  from 
Nehemiah,  how  will  you 
respond  the  next  time  opf»si- 
tion  comes?  Will  you  despair  or 
will  you  persevere?  If  you  want 
to  persevere  tike  Nehemiah  did, 
maintain  confidence  in  God, 
ask  Him  for  help,  and  take  rea¬ 
sonable  precautions. 


Story  is  Minister  of  l 
rst  Church,  Louisville. 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Act  oil  Revealed  Truth 


Isaiah  7:1-14, 16 


ti  S.  Bowman 


omething  is  missing 
my  house,  chances  are 
m  uie  one  who  has  mis- 
it.  1  have  a  hard  time 
g  up  with  stuff:  my 
my  purse,  my  ohone, 
mes  even  my  children! 
displaced  several  tilings 
in  our  lesson, 
unately  for  Ahaz,  the 
he  lost  were  not  replace- 
erefore  he  missed  many 
gs  from  die  Lord, 
ck  for  Misplaced  Focus 
(Isaiah  7:1-2) 
leaders  of  Israel  and 
ntended  to  replace  Ahaz 
t  king  who  would 
_  alliance  against 
»,  the  ascending  power 
t  region.  Rather  than 
5  toward  the  Lord  God 
rescue,  Ahaz  focused  on 
might  happen  if  these 


two  powers  successfully 
teamed  up.  The  end  of 
verse  2  states,  "The  heart 
of  Ahaz  and  the  hearts  of  Bo 
his  people  trembles  like 
trees  or  a  forest  shaking  in  a 
wind."(HCSB)  His  misplaced 
focus  ended  up  leading  his 
people  to  do  the  same. 
Matthew  Henry  wrote,  "Faith 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  quiet 
and  compose  the  mind  in  tri¬ 
als".  It  should  be  our  faith  that 
controls  our  focus. 

2.  Check  for  Misplaced 
Confidence  (Isaiah  7-3-9) 
God  told  Isaiah  to  take  his 
son,  Shear-jashub,  with  him  to 
meet  King  Ahaz  to  give  him 
the  Lord  s  message.  Shear- 
jashub’ s  name  means,  "a  rem¬ 
nant  shall  escape."  I  think  the 
Lord  was  giving  Ahaz  a  mes¬ 
sage  by  sending  Isaiah's  son  to 
the  meeting.  The  message  to 
Ahaz  repeatedly  is  that  the 


Lord  wants  to  rescue 
him  and  help  him. 
The  Lord  goes  on  in 
vs.  7-9  to  explain  that 
the  conquering  of 
Judah  would  not 
occur.  In  verse  9,  the 
Lord  God  said  to 
Ahaz,  "if  you  do  not 
stand  firm  in  your 
Bowman  faith,  you  will  not 
stand  at  all."  God 
knows  when  we  stand  firm  in 
our  faith;  we  take  action  based 
on  that.  Ahaz's  actions  were 
opposite  those  of  people  who 
place  their  faith  in  God. 

3.  Check  for  Missing  Integrity 
(Isaiah  7:10-12) 

What  sane  person  calls  on 
their  enemies  for  help  during 
times  of  trouble?  Ahaz  did. 
Although  these  verses  do  not 
fully  explain  what  Ahaz  was 
doing,  in  the  background  pas¬ 
sages  we  realize  that  Ahaz 
had  decided  to  put  him  trust 
in  Assyria  for  help  and  pro¬ 
tection.  When  the  Lord  sjpoke 
to  him  and  encourages  him  to 
a6k  for  a  sign,  he  refused  to 
do  so.  His  actions  spoke  loud¬ 
er  than  his  words.  He  evenly 


falsely  testified  to  the  Lord 
that  "I  will  not  test  the  Lord." 
His  words  belied  what  his 
real  intent  was.  He  was  not 
against  testing  the  Lord;  he 
was  against  trusting  the  Lord. 
His  outer  countenance  might 
have  been  respectful  but  in 
his  heart,  he  despised  God. 
Do  we  ever  say  we  are  placing 
our  faith  in  God  but  our  inner 
heart  and  thoughts  are  in 
direct  contrast?  Ahaz  lacked 
integrity  "being  complete  and 
undivided"  since  his  lips  said 
one  thing  but  his  actions  were 
the  opposite. 

4.  Check  for  Misplaced  Faith 
(Isaiah  7:13-14,16) 

Isaiah  was  fed  up  with  Ahaz 
and  his  refusal  to  cooperate.  I 
can  certainly  understand  why. 
Isaiah  the  prophet  was  dearly 
invested  in  the  life  of  Ahaz. 
Ahaz  was  given  direction, 
advice  and  wisdom.  Still  he 
wanted  to  place  his  faith  in 
men,  rather  than  in  God. 

In  verse  14,  Isaiah  gives  us 
a  verse  that  is  quoted  in 
Matthew  1:23.  Virtually  all 
Bible  scholars  believe  the 
prophecy  in  7:14  refers  to  the 


birth  of  Jesus  by  the  virgin 
Mary.  Some  hold  that  Isaiah 
had  the  Messiah  and  only 
Him  in  mind.  Some  others 
.think  the  prophecy  had  an 
initial  application  in  Isaiah's 
time  ana  an  ultimate  fulfill¬ 
ment  at  Jesus'  birth. 

I  waste  time  when  I  loose 
things  and  have  to  look  for 
them.  If  I  would  just  put 
things  in  a  set  place,  they 
would  be  there  when  I 
returned.  Our  faith  can  be  like 
that-very  uncomplicated.  God 
is  Who  He  says  He  is  and  He 
is  going  to  do  what  He  says 
He  willT  We  can  trust  that.  We 
can  know  that.  We  shouldn't 
spend  our  time  ami  energy 
placing  our  faith  and  trust  m 
people,  things  and  situations 
that  are  constantly  changing 
and  will  not  bring  the  nope 
and  peace  that  God,  through 
Jesus  Christ  does.  I  love  how 
the  writer  of  Hebrews 
expressed  it  in  13:8,  "Jesus 
Christ  is  the  same  yesterday, 
today  and  forever." 

Botvman  is  Minister  of 
Connection,  First  Church,  Brandon. 
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Simmon*  Memorial 

Church,  Flora,  ordained 
Larry  Douglas  and  Adam 
Gains  as  deacons  Feb.  22. 


2.  The  GAs  of  North 
Carrollton  Church,  North 
Carrollton,  are  shown 
wearing  ponchos  they 
made  during  their  study 
on  Venezuela. 

3.  Several  individuals  par¬ 

ticipated  in  a  mission  trip 
to  the  jungles  of  northeast 
Bolivia  to  the  Guarayo 
Indians.  Shown,  back  row, 
are  Chad  Yaroborough, 
Gordon  Coker,  and  Katie 
Reid,  Friendship  Church, 
Brookhaven;  O.H. 

Swayze,  Harlands  Creek 
Church,  Coxberg  and 
Sandra  Geter,  Bude 
Church,  Bude,  front  row. 

4.  The  homebound  ministry 
and  GAs  of  First  Church, 
Hazlehurst,  made  valen¬ 
tines  to  distribute  to  the 
residents  of  Pine  Crest 
Guest  Home  Feb.  14. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

5.  Concord  Church, 

Booneville,  selected  Billy 
Tigrett  as  man  of  tire  year 
at  their  Baptist  Men's  Day. 
Shov/n,  from  left,  are 
Kane  Tigrett,  Linda 
Tigrett,  ana  Tigrett. 

6.  The  youth  aruf  leaders  of 

Lakeside  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  hosted  a 
Valentine  banquet  Feb.  13. 
The  movie.  Fireproof,  was 
shown  to  the  90  to  95  peo¬ 
ple  attending.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 


3.  Bolivia  missionaries 
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7.  The  GAs  of  Macedonia 
Church,  Lincoln  County, 
were  involved  in  a  chil¬ 
dren's  ministry  dav  Feb. 
21.  The  girls  learned  about 
baby  wellness,  collected 
baby  supplies,  and  made 
cards  for  the  Blair  B. 
Batson  Hospital.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

8.  Pastor  John  Miles,  of 
Parkway  Church,  Mortoc 
challenged  the  church  to 
exceed  their  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  offering  goal. 
Miles  agreed  to  paint  his 
head  if  the  church  exceeded 
their  goal.  Shown  is  Miles 
after  the  goal  was  sur- 
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7.  Macedonia  Church 
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4.  First  Church,  Hazlehurst 
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